
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                     June 22, 2010 
CONTACT:  Anne Mc Kenna, Director of Development  
                      and Community Relations 

          (585) 256-3800, ext. 231 
 

 
 
 

EAST HOUSE ANNUAL MEETING HELD AT LOCUST HILL COUNT RY CLUB; 
AGENCY CELEBRATED PAUL WOLK BEQUEST 

 
East House Corporation held an annual meeting June 8th, at Locust Hill Country Club. Fifty 

people, including board members, administration and guests attended.  The agency celebrated a 

recent gift of $434,000 received from the estate of the late Paul Wolk, one of the individuals who 

founded the agency in 1966.  

 
East House Corporation serves individuals recovering from mental illness and chemical 

dependency.  The gift, the largest ever received by East House, will benefit the agency’s 

endowment fund, whose earnings contribute to program enhancements.  

 
“This gift represents the enormous legacy Mr. Wolk left to our community in general, and East 

House in particular,” said Gregory Soehner, President of East House Corporation. “We have 

grown from one group home in 1966, to a $9 million dollar organization, serving 1,000 

individuals each year, all who find hope here, in no small part, thanks to Mr. Wolk.” 

 
In 1966, Paul Wolk, along with Hettie Shumway, Justice David Boehm, Ralph Collins, MD, 

James Sterner, MD, and Hilton Hedrick, came together to form East House, only the second 

community-based group home for people recovering from Mental Illness in the country at that 

time. They contributed their time, expertise, and personal resources to establish an agency that 

would help people with histories of mental illness and drug dependency to lead healthier, more  

productive and more satisfying lives. That year, a group home was opened on Dartmouth Street, 

east of downtown Rochester, and the name East House stuck. Today, East House serves more  

than 1,000 people each year, through residential, rehabilitation and career service programs 

provided in nine group homes, five offices and hundreds of apartments. 

 



Wolk gift, page 2 

 
Sheila Wolk, widow of Paul Wolk, visited from Hume, Virginia, for the June 8th event, along 

with Wolk’s son-in-law Ron Tokash.  Wolk’s daughter, Judy, her husband, Harold Samloff, and 

nephew Marvin Wolk, also attended the event. Tokash shared some memories of Paul Wolk with 

the guests.  

 
During the luncheon, Soehner shared recent agency successes, as well as plans for the gift and 

for the future.  He presented Sheila Wolk with a gift of a glass-etching of the agency’s first group 

home.  In addition, two couples and two individuals who have also made a planned gift to the 

agency, were honored: Art and Barbara Hirst, William and Cynthia Hosley, Heather Keys, and 

Douglas Burkhardt.  The Board of Directors also elected three new members: Andrew Dollinger, 

Heather Keys, and Donald Zrebiec.  

 
East House is a private, non-profit rehabilitation agency, funded by New York State, Monroe 

County, United Way, client fees and private donations.  

 

For more information, call (585) 256-3800, ext. 231. 

 
From left are: Greg Soehner, President of East House, with Douglas Burkhardt, Heather Keys,  
Willam Hosley, Barbara and Arthur Hirst. Seated in front are Sheila Wolk and Cynthia Hosley. 


